
SAFETY 

Driving/Road Safety 
1saf - Slipping and Sliding 
Remember to be especially careful driving during wet weather.  Use additional caution when driving in our community 
during the rain.  Be especially cautious of residents dashing in from the weather and cars backing out from the lot.  As we 
know, it is very difficult to stop quickly when the roads are wet.  Most accidents occur during bad weather.  On wet roads, 
AAA recommends:  
• Slow down and turn off your cruise control to maintain better control and avoid hydroplaning. 
• Avoid hard braking and sharp turns. 
• Stay in the tracks of the car in front of you.  
• Increase your following distance a few more car lengths. 
Regardless of where you are, realize you must drive a little more cautiously when it’s raining or when roads are wet.  It may 
take a little longer, but it is worth it when you arrive home safely.  
 
2saf - Slow! Children at Play 
Local schools will be letting out soon.  Please remember to use extra caution when driving about the property.  Children will 
have more time to enjoy the outdoors and all our community has to offer.  Drivers, please pay attention because sometimes 
our children can get distracted and run into the street.  Parents, please remind your children to stay out of the streets and 
parking areas and to be very careful when they need to cross them.   
 
3saf - Slow – Pedestrian Crossing 
With summer in full swing, please be aware of the increasing number of pedestrians, especially children, enjoying the 
warmer weather by walking or playing in our community.  It is important for everyone to observe a safe driving speed 
throughout the community to keep our family, friends and neighbors safe. 
 
4saf - Driving in the Fog 
• Turn off the radio and crack your window to listen for car horns or engines. 
• Turn on wipers, defroster and low-beam headlights. 
• Brake cautiously since moisture can make roads slick. 
• Take all fog-related weather warnings seriously. 
• SLOW DOWN.  Check your speedometer to make sure you have reduced your speed.  Fog makes it difficult to judge your 

speed. 
If conditions are too dangerous to continue, pull safely and completely of the road.  Turn on your emergency flashers and 
wait for conditions to improve. 
 
5saf - Winter Driving Tips 
Severe winter weather makes driving difficult.  Please follow these safety tips from the National Safety Council:  
• Reduce speed and increase space between you and the car in front of you. 
• Be familiar with how your vehicle handles on ice.  
• Don’t panic if you start to skid.  Gently turn in the direction of the skid. 
• Don’t pump anti-lock brakes 
• Use extra caution on bridges and overpasses.  These tend to freeze first. 
 
6saf - Winter Driving  
• Clear your vehicles of all snow before driving.  This lets you see properly in cold weather and it prevents snow from 

sliding onto your windshield that would block your vision or from flying off in the road and blocking another car’s view. 



• Don’t be fooled by four-wheel drive—use extra caution when driving in winter weather conditions. 
• Keep a larger than normal space between you and the vehicle ahead of you. 
• Clear all exterior lights of snow, and use your turn signals. 
• Apply brakes earlier than usual when stopping for a stop sign or traffic signal. 
• Press firmly on the brake pedal if your vehicle has anti-lock brakes; press on and off the brake pedal if your vehicle has 

standard brakes to come to a safe stop in winter weather. 
• Turn on your headlights during overcast or inclement weather for added visibility. 
• Be extra careful on ramps or bridges—they may be slippery when other road surfaces are not. 
• Keep your vehicle in good condition: Check the battery, tires, and wiper blades; get a tune-up if you haven’t in a while 

(better than breaking down in a snowstorm). 
• Do not use cruise control in slippery conditions (check your vehicle’s manual). 
• Be sure you and all your passengers are properly buckled up or in appropriate child safety seats. 
 

Fire Safety 
7saf - Fire Prevention Week 
October ____ is National Fire Prevention Week.  We encourage our residents to take this time to develop and practice a fire 
escape plan.  Originally proclaimed as Fire Prevention Day in 1920 by President Woodrow Wilson, it commemorated the 
anniversary of the Great Chicago Fire of 1871.  In 1924, 15,000 U.S. citizens lost their lives to fire.  In 1925, in order to help 
prevent this large loss of lives, Calvin Coolidge extended the day to a week.  

Fire prevention is very important to us.  In honor of this week we have ______________ (activity).  Please come learn how 
you and your household can help prevent fire, thus protecting your property and person. 
 
8saf - Fireplace Safety 
• Keep everything at a safe distance from the hearth. 
• Use only dry, cured wood.  The best types are oak or hickory; pine has a high sap content and can easily start a fire outside 

your fireplace. 
• Make sure the damper is open before lighting the fire. 
• Keep the screen closed to prevent popping embers from exiting. 
• NEVER leave your fire unattended. 
• Don’t burn garbage or plastics, and never use a starter fluid. 
• Be sure ashes are completely cooled before disposing of them. 
• We recommend that you not use the popular three-hour logs.  These types of logs build up creosote which can cause 

chimney fires. 
• Clean the fireplace after each use. 
 
9saf - Stovetop Fires 
Taking the proper precautions and knowing what to do in case of a fire can prevent injury or damage and can save lives.  
Here are some helpful hints: 
• Remain calm. 
• Turn off the burner or oven under the burning pot or pan. 
• Smother the stovetop fire by covering it with a large lid. 
• Don’t use water to put out a grease or wax fire—it will only flare up.  Use a fire extinguisher on fires that cannot be 

smothered.  If you don’t have one, large amounts of baking soda or salt can be used to extinguish the fire. 
• If you have a hood fan, make sure it is turned off so the fire is not drawn into the vent. 
• Take care to protect your hair, hands and clothing before removing a burning pan from the stove. 
• If your clothes catch fire, drop to the ground and roll over to put the fire out. 
If you can’t extinguish a kitchen fire with these steps, call the fire department. 



 
10saf - Fire Extinguishers 
A fire extinguisher is an absolute necessity in any home or office.  While there’s a good chance that the extinguisher will sit 
on the wall for years, collecting dust, it could end up saving your property and even your life.  Invest in a home/kitchen 
extinguisher and keep it in the kitchen where most domestic fires begin.  In the event you need to use the extinguisher, pull 
out the safety pin and depress the operating level and aim at the fire.  Be aware and safe. 
 
11saf - Time To Test 
A working smoke detector can give you an early warning of fire and is one of the least expensive means for saving lives.  
There are two types of detectors—wired in and battery powered.  Know which type of detector is in your home.  Never turn it 
off, remove the batteries or disconnect it.  If it goes off because of excessive cooking smoke or steam from the shower, 
simply fan the lingering smoke and in the future use the exhaust fans for the stove or bathroom. 
 
12saf - Smoke Detectors 
Please be advised that your smoke detector could go off if it gets hot in your kitchen.  In the event of fire, a smoke detector 
can save your life and those of your loved ones.  It is the single most important means of preventing home fire fatalities by 
providing an early warning signal—so you and your family can escape.   

So whatever you do, please do not disarm the detector.  It is just doing its job.  Instead, clear the air by waving a towel near 
the detector.  In a moment it will stop and you can get back to preparing that yummy recipe. 
 
13saf - Smokers Beware! 
Please dispose of your cigarettes properly.  Don’t pitch them out the window of your car and especially do not flick them off 
your patios and balconies.  Not only is it unsightly, but this practice is a fire hazard.  Remember that there is dry mulch and 
foliage throughout the community. 
 
14saf - Fire Safety Tips 
• Have two escape routes from each room, in case one of them is blocked.  Make sure everyone, especially children, knows 

the plan. 
• Teach children to follow the escape route without stopping for valuables or returning to the burning building. 
• An early warning allows more time to evacuate.  Check the batteries in your detector monthly and replace the batteries 

twice a year.  A good rule of thumb: change the batteries when you change your clocks in the spring and fall. 
• Close doors while sleeping.  Open doors allow fire and smoke to spread more quickly. 
 
15saf - Candle Safety 
• Use candles only with adult supervision. 
• Extinguish all candles when leaving a room or going to sleep. 
• Keep candles away from flammable items such as paper, Christmas trees and clothing. 
• Place candles on a steady surface away from children and pets. 
• Keep wicks trimmed. 
 
16saf - Hey Kids! Want to be a Fire Safety Inspector? 
This is for all our kids out there in the community.  We want you to help your own families to know how to make sure your 
home is safe.  Kids, read along with a parent so you can become a Fire Safety inspector with Mom or Dad!  Here are 5 things 
to look for in your home: 
1. All smoke alarms work when tested by a grown-up. 
2. All escape routes are clear of clutter and easily accessible. 
3. The clothes dryer has a clean vent and filter (no lint build-up). 



4. A grown-up always stays in the kitchen whenever food is cooking on the stovetop. 
5. Electrical cords are in good condition (not damaged). 
 
17saf - STOP! Drop and Roll! 
____________ (community) cares about all our families and their kids who have chosen to call us home.  We want to make 
sure all of you know fire safety.  Kids you can become a fire safety agent with Mom and Dad!  Just read these few tips in 
case you ever have to face a fire: 

If your clothes catch fire: 
• “STOP” – Don’t RUN! 
• “DROP” – Lie on the GROUND! 
 and 
• “ROLL” – Cover your EYES and FACE  with your HANDS and “Roll”,”Roll” and “Roll Your Body!” 
 
If you are cooking: 
• “DON’T” wear long sleeves. 
• Have lids ready to cover your pots! 
• “NEVER” leave an oven or stove unattended. 
 
If you have a house fire that you can’t put out: 
• CALL 911 immediately! 
• Get out fast! 
• Follow your escape plan you already made with your parents! 
• Stay low to the floor!  Smoke rises! 
• Feel a door with the back of your hand before opening it.  If it’s hot don’t open because the fire may be on the other side! 
• Go to your meeting place! 
• If you are trapped in a room, hide in the closet until a firefighter comes to your rescue! 
• Remember, once you are OUT stay OUT! 
  
18saf - Holiday Fire Hazards 
There are so many fire hazards that could occur during the holidays.  Help the holidays stay happy by following these tips 
during the season: 
• Never leave unattended candles burning. 
• Make sure your tree is well watered. 
• Avoid overloading outlets or using too many extension cords. 
• Turn off stoves and ovens before leaving your home. 
• Do not use light strings that are frayed or cut. 
• Do not let candles burn next to anything flammable (curtains, trees, tablecloth, etc.). 
 
Simply be careful and cautious.  In the unlikely event of a fire, call 911 first and then notify the office.  Have a safe and 
happy holiday! 
 

Personal Safety/Crime Prevention 
19saf - Did You See Something? 
At any time if you see something suspicious, please call the office and have someone check it out.  After office hours, the 
answering service will contact the proper personnel.  Please report any and all vandalism to the office. 
 



20saf - Help Prevent Burglary 
A few simple steps can make your home a less attractive target for burglars. 
• Lock all outside doors before you leave or go to bed. 
• Lock all windows. 
• Don’t leave keys in secret hiding places—burglars know them all. 
• Be a good neighbor.  If you notice anything suspicious in your community, contact the police immediately. 
 
21saf - Take a Bite Out of Crime 
If you turn on the news tonight, chances are that most of what you’ll hear involves some sort of crime.  You can reduce the 
possibility of you or your neighbors becoming a victim of criminal activity by being involved in your community.  Take a 
few moments to introduce yourself to your neighbors and get to know those who live around you.  Since they live close by, 
there may be a need to ask for their assistance in the event of an emergency.  It will also help you to become more aware of 
persons who should and shouldn’t be in your community.  Report suspicious persons or vehicles immediately to the police 
and then to the office.  Together we can take a bite out of crime. 
 
22saf - Deterring Auto Theft 
Thousands of cars are stolen and broken into every year, and thieves are always looking for the easiest targets they can find.  
Take some measures that will help prevent your vehicle from becoming another statistic. 
• Lock your car at all times, even while you are driving short trips. 
• Never leave your keys in your car while you are not. 
• Make sure the windows are rolled up tightly to prevent tools or other devices from being slipped in. 
• Always park in areas that are well lighted. 
• Don’t leave valuable items in the car.  Keep these locked in the trunk out of sight or remove them from the car altogether. 
 
23saf - Key Tips 
• Don’t put your address on your key ring.  While there are Good Samaritans out there who will return lost keys when found, 

there are others who will use them to help themselves to your belongings if you’re not at home. 
• Report lost or stolen keys to the management office immediately.  We can arrange to have your locks changed. 
• Don’t leave extra keys outside your apartment or underneath doormats.  This is the first place a thief will look. 
 
24saf - Protect Your Identity  
Life is all about preparation.  No one counts on losing their purse or having their wallet stolen.  Be prepared if it happens.  
Place the contents of your wallet on a photocopy machine, copy both sides of each license, credit card, etc.  Keep the 
photocopy in a safe place. You will know what you had in your wallet and all the account numbers and phone numbers to call 
and cancel in the event you lose the contents of your wallet. 

Limit the damage.  As everyone always advises, cancel your credit cards immediately.  The key is having the toll-free 
numbers and your card numbers handy so you know whom to call.  If your wallet was stolen, file a police report immediately 
in the jurisdiction where it was stolen.  This proves to credit providers you were diligent, and is a first step toward an 
investigation.  Banks also recommend you call the three national credit reporting organizations (Equifax, Experian, and 
TransUnion) immediately to place a fraud alert on your name and Social Security number.  The alert means any company that 
checks your credit knows your information was stolen and they have to contact you by phone to authorize new credit.  This 
trick only takes a minute but it will save you a lot of hassle and dollars in the long run. 
 
25saf - Street Smarts 
Child abductions are everyone’s worst nightmare.  Teach the young people in your life street smarts.  Telling your children 
not to talk to strangers isn’t always the most practical option or enough to prevent disaster.  Take caution for the next step and 
practice these strategies. (from Parents magazine) 



• Have ID-like photos taken of your child every six months and include information about your child’s height, weight, hair 
color, and eye color in a file. 

• Make sure your child knows his or her name, address, phone number, and whom to call in case of an emergency. 
• Decide on “safe homes” in town where your child can go in case of trouble. 
• Check the references of any babysitters, day-care providers, or nannies that you’re considering. 
• Encourage your child to talk to you about the people he or she meets and how he or she feels about them. 
• Make sure your child’s clothing doesn’t have his or her name on it – children tend to trust adults who know their name. 
• Set boundaries about the places your child can and can’t go. 
• Never let your children go anywhere alone, play in isolated areas or take shortcuts through alleys or deserted parks.  
• Teach your children not to get in anyone’s car unless you give them permission. 
• Caution your children that criminals sometimes trick kids by asking for directions or help finding a pet.  Tell them if 

someone does ask for help, they should get their parents or caregivers. 
• Instruct your child to run if he or she is ever uncomfortable or approached by a stranger.  
 
26saf - Identity Theft 
Did you know that people can be stealing from you without you even knowing it?  With a few ID numbers and some general 
info, a person can access your accounts and inflict havoc on your credit.  Identity thieves rob more than 500,000 Americans 
every year.  Don’t become one of these statistics.  These steps will help you reduce your risk of identity theft. 
• Guard your Social Security number. 
• Monitor your credit report. 
• Shred all old bank and credit statements, as well as credit card offers, before trashing them. 
• Remove your name from the marketing lists of the three credit reporting bureaus. 
• Add your name to the name-deletion lists of the Direct Marketing Association’s Mail Preference Service and Telephone 

Preference Service used by banks and other marketers. 
• Do not carry extra credit cards or other important identity documents except when needed. 
• Place the contents of your wallet on a photocopy machine.  Copy both sides of your license and credit cards so you have 

all the relevant info if your wallet is stolen. 
• Do not print your Social Security number on your checks. 
• Review the security and privacy policy of a website before purchasing an item from them. 
• Examine the charges on your credit card statements before paying them. 
• Cancel unused credit card accounts. 
• Never give your credit card number or personal information over the phone unless you have initiated the call and trust that 

business. 
• Subscribe to a credit report monitoring service that will notify you whenever someone applies for credit in your name. 
• Never leave your purse or wallet in an unattended car. 
• Be careful when sending financial information via the Internet.  Use only secure sites. 
• Deposit outgoing mail that contains account numbers in secured mail drops or at the post office. 
 
27saf - Prevent Mail Fraud 
Help stop credit card or mail fraud by returning mail not addressed to you directly to the Post Office or placing it in the 
outgoing mail slot, marked “not at this address.”  Placing it above or at the mailbox area gives someone the opportunity to 
take mail that does not belong to them.   
 
28saf - Gas Can Safety 
You may notice the “no smoking” signs at the gas station, but what if you saw a sign that read “no filling gas cans in the bed 
of your truck”?  Fires have occurred at service stations caused by customers filling gas cans in the beds of trucks with plastic 
bed liners.  The plastic bed liners don’t allow a grounding effect, and static electricity builds up, resulting in sparks and 
spontaneous fires.  So the next time you’re filing a gas can at the service station, remember: 



• Always use an approved container. 
• Fill the container on the ground, not in the bed of your truck. 
• Follow all other safety measures, including no smoking. 
 
29saf - Kitchen Safety 
Follow these tips to prevent common kitchen accidents: 
• Don’t use a dull knife.  You apply more force when using a dull knife, so it’s easier to cut yourself.   
• Don’t use a cutting board that slides around the counter.  Place a damp paper towel under the board to keep it in place. 
• Don’t try to cut a moving target.  Stabilize foods that roll around before you cut them.  Cut onions in half; place the flat 

side down on your board, then cut. 
• Don’t drink alcoholic beverages while you cook.  Alcohol impairs your judgment—wait until you’ve finished cooking to 

have a drink. 
• Don’t press against a grater’s surface with your palm or fingertips.  Hold the food with your fingertips and keep your palm 

away from the grater’s surface.  When you’re grating something small, use a clean towel to hold the food. 
• Don’t use damp pot holders.  Damp pot holders conduct heat rather than shield from it.  Have several sets lying around so 

a dry set is always available. 
• To control a grease fire in a pan on your stove, quickly slide the lid over the pan to smother the flame, or sprinkle salt on 

the fire.  Do not douse with water, which can splatter the grease and flame, perhaps on you. 
• When you pick up a hot pan, know in advance where you’re going to put it. 
• Wash kitchen sponges, dishcloths and hand towels every few days, and let them dry thoroughly between uses. 
• Keep pets and small children out of the kitchen while you’re cooking. 
• Slow down and be careful.  Hurrying and carelessness are often the cause of kitchen accidents.  Some hazards of speed 

include falling, grabbing a hot pan without a potholder, and not using soap to clean up raw meat drippings. 
 

Weather Safety 
30saf - Tornado Safety Tips 
Inside: 
• Stay away from windows. 
• Go to the basement and get under a heavy table or stairs. 
• If there is not a basement, go to an inside closet, bathroom, or a hallway on the lowest level of the building. 
• Protect your head with your arms. 
• Keep a battery-powered radio or television on. 
 
Outside: 
• Seek shelter immediately.  If shelter is not available, lie flat in a ditch or ravine. 
• Protect your head with your arms. 
• If in a car, get out and seek shelter. 
• Do not try to outrun a tornado in a car.  Tornadoes can pick up a car and throw it through the air.  Do not get under a car. 
 
31saf - Lightning Safety Tips 
• Stay inside!  If you’re outside, stop what you’re doing and seek shelter.  If no shelter is available, stay away from large 

trees and lie on the ground, or take cover in a cave or ditch. 
• Don’t stand or sit by open doors, windows, fireplaces, radiators, stoves, metal pipes, sinks, or plug-in electrical appliances. 
• Do not use electrical appliances during a storm. 
• Get out of water or swimming pool. 
• Stay off a land-line telephone. 
 



32saf - Spring Weather Watch 
Sometimes spring can bring troubling weather.  With hot and cold fronts conflicting often during the spring, strong storms 
and tornadoes may occur.  We want you to be prepared.  Make sure you have a plan for severe weather.   
• Designate an interior room (perhaps closet or bathroom) for everyone to gather.  
• Keep a working flashlight and radio handy.   
• Listen to the weather reports carefully.  
• Never underestimate warnings or watches.  It is always better to be safe than sorry. 
 


