
PETS 
1pet - Pet Park 
We always talk about what great things we offer our residents, but sometimes forget to mention what we have for your sweet 
animals.  Take care of yourself and your pet while outside where you can run and play hard today!  Located in 
_____________ is an area solely for our pets to enjoy.  Please remember to follow the rules of the Pet Park so others will be 
able to enjoy it as well. 
 
2pet - Pet Courtesy 
Pets are devoted friends and loyal companions.  You may even consider them family.  But remember, not everyone is a pet 
lover.  It is important to follow the pet guidelines established by the management.  For more information on our community 
pet policies, call the office today. 
 
3pet - Polite Pets 
Pets can make wonderful companions, but not everyone is a pet owner or pet lover.  Be a responsible pet owner and 
accompany your pets when outside and keep them on a leash.  Walk your pets in designated areas and always clean up after 
your pet.  If you wish to adopt a pet, check with the office before bringing your pet home.  The community has specific rules 
and regulations regarding pets. 
 
4pet - Furry Friends 
If you recently acquired a new furry friend, don’t forget the following to make sure you and your pet are happy: 
• Have your pet properly vaccinated. 
• Be sure your pet has a collar with ID and rabies tag. 
• Begin house training immediately.  Talk to a vet about different methods. 
• Schedule your pet to be spayed or neutered. 
• Register your pet with our office so we can welcome our new resident and review our community pet policies with you. 
 
5pet - Puppy Love or Love-Me-Not 
You love your dog.  Others may love him not.  As you are walking your pet around our community, remember that not 
everyone enjoys dogs.  Although your dog brings you joy, it might scare someone else.  But your little toy poodle wouldn’t 
hurt anyone, right?  The people who are scared of dogs are scared of them regardless of the dog’s size or demeanor.  Please 
be respectful.  Keep your pet on a leash at all times and shorten the lead as you approach other people. Don’t allow your dog 
to get too close without first getting the person’s permission.   Simply be courteous as you and your furry friend walk around 
our community grounds.  
 
6pet - Dog Do’s and Don’ts 
• Do pick up your pet’s waste and dispose of it properly. 
• Do keep your dog on a leash.  It’s a city-wide law and animal control will be called if we see a stray animal.  
• Don’t let your dog bark uncontrollably.  Be considerate of your neighbors and community by making sure your pet 

behaves. 
• Don’t forget to keep your dog hydrated during the warm summer months.  Also, make sure the pavement is not too hot for 

their sensitive paws. 
 
7pet - Inappropriate Chewing By Dogs 
These days many of us are busier than ever and leave our dogs completely alone for long periods of time, sometimes for 12 
hours or more.  Then we come home to find that the dog has been chewing on all our favorite shoes, clothes, furniture legs, 
wires, etc.  Then of course it is the dog that gets yelled at or scolded.  The number one cause of inappropriate chewing when 



you are not home is boredom.  At the very least, provide your dogs with good toys to amuse themselves.  Many toys can be 
stuffed with peanut butter or other dog treats.  This gives the dog something appropriate to do when you are not around.  
Another tip is to keep the television or the radio on.  Talk radio is thought to be better than music and is soothing to most 
dogs.  Nothing, though, can replace human interaction, so make plans to spend some quality time with your pup. 
 
8pet - The Dog Days of Summer 
It is HOT!  If you can walk across a parking lot in the steamy afternoon heat and not feel like you’re melting, you’re 
definitely in the minority.  But have you considered the toll this heat and humidity may be taking on your pet?  

A dog’s normal body temperature is 101.5 to 102.2 degrees Fahrenheit.  A body temp of 107-108 degrees for a dog would be 
equivalent to about 104-105 or so in a human.  Not only that, but dogs don’t cool themselves by sweating, as their People do, 
but by evaporation through panting.  Dogs are actually designed to conserve heat.  Their sweat glands, which exist on their 
noses and the pads of their feet, are inadequate for cooling during hot days.  Panting and drinking water helps cool them.  
Short-nosed breeds, like pugs and bulldogs, puppies, older dogs or pets with weight, heart or other health problems are 
especially sensitive to heat-related stress.  

Dog owners love to share all their summer activities with their furry friends.  And dogs love to be with their People—even if 
it puts them in danger of heat stroke.  Remember, sometimes you show you love your pets more by leaving them at home.  
 
9pet - Don’t Love Your Pet to Death 
You’ve got errands to run and Spot has been home alone all day.  So you’ll take him along and leave Spot in the car, right?  
Wrong!  Even with the windows open, how hot is that vehicle when you come back to it?  Like climbing into an oven, right?  
And you want to leave your Best Friend in there?  Not even for a few minutes.  Here are the boring statistics—but keep 
reading, because this info may keep you from loving your dog to death.  On an 85-degree day, the temperature inside your 
car, even with the windows open a bit, will climb to 102 degrees in 10 minutes!  After half an hour, it will go up to 120 
degrees or even higher!  On a 90-degree day, temps in that car can top 160 degrees faster than you can walk around the block.  
If you really love your dog, leave him at home, in a nice, cool place, with plenty of fresh water to drink. 
 
10pet - Unwanted Pet Pests 
Summer brings some unwanted pests for your pets.  Fleas thrive during the warmer months.  Make sure you prevent 
infestation for your pet and home.  Keep a close eye on your pets, especially during the hot months.  Watch for biting and 
scratching on the lower back.  Remember, even though you spot only a few fleas, eggs can survive in your home all year.  
Make sure to provide oral prevention medicines and bathe your pet often.  If you suspect your pet is being bothered by fleas, 
check with your vet for treatment.  Please contact our office as well—we can contact our pest control company to arrange for 
your home to be sprayed for a minimum fee. 
 
11pet - Keeping the Pets We Love Healthy 
We love our pets and we want them to stay healthy.  Assuring your pet’s daily well-being requires regular care and close 
attention to any hint of ill health.  The American Veterinary Medical Association suggests that you consult your veterinarian 
if your pet shows any of the following signs: 
• Excessive weeping from the nose or eyes 
• Abnormal behavior, sudden viciousness, or lethargy 
• Abnormal lumps, limping, or difficulty getting up or lying down 
• Loss of appetite, marked weight loss or gain, or excessive water consumption 
• Difficult, abnormal, or uncontrolled waste elimination 
• Excessive head shaking, scratching, and licking or biting any part of the body 
• Dandruff, loss of hair, open sores, or a ragged or dull coat 
• Foul breath or excessive tartar deposits on teeth 
 



12pet - Cats and Strangers In Your Home 
Why do cats tend to gravitate toward those people who don’t like cats?  This is a common occurrence when you entertain.  A 
group of friends gather together in a home that has a cat.  Sure enough, there are cat lovers in the room, as well as people who 
don’t care for cats.  Why then does the cat often choose to hang out near the person (or on the lap of the person) who doesn’t 
care for cats?  The answer has to do with direct eye contact.  Direct eye contact or staring at the cat is a threatening sign for 
the cat.  Of course, all the cat lovers in the room are doing the staring, trying to get the cat’s attention.  On the other hand, the 
cat “disliker” generally avoids looking at the cat and is usually ignoring the cat. This makes the cat feel more comfortable and 
they will often approach that person.  So if you are a cat lover and want the attention of a strange cat, maybe the best trick is 
to avoid the cat altogether and see if it comes around. 
 
13pet - Quick Pet Tips 
• Kill fleas instantly with Dawn dishwashing liquid.  Add a few drops to your dog’s bath and shampoo the animal 

thoroughly.  Rinse well to avoid skin irritations.  
• The next time your dog comes in from the rain, simply wipe down the animal with a dryer sheet, instantly making your 

dog smell springtime fresh. 
• Eliminate ear mites with a few drops of corn oil in your cat’s ear.  Massage it in, then clean with a cotton ball.  Repeat 

daily for 3 days.  The oil soothes the cat’s skin, smothers the mites, and accelerates healing. 
 
14pet - Pets & Poisonous Plants 
Although dogs and cats have a good sense of what they can and cannot ingest, accidents do happen.  Many plants, including 
holly, mistletoe, philodendron and dieffenbachia are toxic to your pet.  Fortunately, poinsettias are not as toxic to pets as once 
thought.  Still, there are many plants that are toxic, so always try to keep plants out of your pet’s reach.  

If your pet ingests something poisonous, do not try to make your pet vomit.  Many times this can make the situation worse 
and further harm your pet.  Take your pet immediately to a veterinarian.  If you know what your pet ingested, take a sample 
of it to the veterinarian to help determine proper treatment. 
 
15pet - Your Pet and Its New Home 
While you probably love your new home, chances are your pet may become a bit anxious with all the changes.  Here’s what 
the experts at the Humane Association suggest:  

Cats: Confine them to one room while you are getting your home in shape.  Make sure their favorite toys, food bowl and 
litter box are in there.  After the chaos has calmed, open the door and allow them to explore at their pace.  Reduce your cat’s 
stress and she’ll be purring in no time. 

Dogs: Just like people, dogs like routine and familiar surroundings.  Get Spot’s familiar furniture in place as quickly as 
possible to settle him down.  Be sure during the actual move that your dog is contained so he does not get loose or get lost in 
a community he does not know.  When things are in place, reward both of you with a few long enjoyable walks to get to 
know the neighborhood. 
 
16pet - Bath Time for Spot 
Here are a few tips on how to make indoor bath time easier:  
• Before you get your dog involved, gather all the things you’ll need and prepare the bath area, including a bath mat so your 

pet will not slip and fall.  You should do this out of your dog’s presence so he doesn’t get anxious ahead of time.  
• Place a screened cover over the drain to catch pet hair before it goes down the drain.  Look for one that will fit sink, 

shower and tub drains.  
• Put a drop of mineral oil in your pet’s eyes to protect them from suds.  Some people also put cotton balls in ears.  Make 

sure the cotton balls are the right size; if they are too small, they could slip into the ear canal.  
• When your pet is completely wet, apply shampoo to his back and then work it through his coat for about 10 minutes.  

Rinse twice to make sure all the shampoo is gone.  Leaving shampoo residue may cause an allergic reaction.  



• Get your pet used to a bath and you won’t have any problems later. 
 
17pet - Taking Good Pet Pix 
For many pet owners, their pets are part of the family.  Just as you like having pictures of your family members around, 
you’d probably like to have some of your pet, too.  Unfortunately, pets don’t always like to cooperate when having their 
picture taken; and even when your pet is at its best, the pictures don’t always come out as you’d like.  So here are five tips for 
taking picture-perfect photos of your pet: 
• Photograph your pet in its natural environment.  It will be interested in its surroundings and is likely to appear much more 

alert.  These can be action shots, so don’t worry about getting your pet to look right into the camera.  
• Take pictures where your pets are set against contrasting backgrounds.  
• Avoid using a flash.  The flash tends to give your pet that red-eye look and might unsettle or startle your pet.  Instead, use 

available light like sunlight or light from lamps. 
• Get your pet’s attention.  You can use a number of objects, like squeaky toys, to get your pet’s attention.  Your pet will 

appear more alert, its ears pricked up and its eyes wide open. 
• Be patient and stay calm.  Be persistent and take lots of pictures.  For every great shot, you’re likely to have a number of 

flops. 
 
18pet - Choosing the Right Kennel for Your Pet 
A boarding kennel can be just the right home away from home for your dog (or cat), providing it with quality care as well as 
peace of mind for you.  Since it’s so important to find the right kennel, here are some questions you should ask to help you 
choose the boarding facility that’s right for you and your pet.  
• Do they have availability for the dates you will need them? 
• Can they accommodate your pet’s special needs?  Are they ABKA (American Boarding Kennel Association) accredited? 
• Does the facility appear pleasant and tidy? 
• Is the facility properly ventilated, and if well sanitized, free of offensive odors? 
• Where will your pet sleep, play and be walked? 
• Are these places an adequate size for the dogs and cats in them? 
• How often and how long are pets exercised? 
• Are the employees well trained, friendly and cooperative? 
• How do they interact with the other boarding pets? 
• Does the facility require that all entering pets have proof of immunizations? 
• Is there a vet on staff or on call? 
 
If you are pleased with the answers, you found your pet’s home away from home!  If not, keep looking.  There are great 
kennels out there that will take great care of your pet.  
 
19pet - Don’t Let the Fur Fool You! 
Make sure the temperature doesn’t drop so low in your home as to harm your little pets.  Guinea pigs, hamsters and gerbils 
must be kept warm, especially during cold weather.  These little animals can catch pneumonia overnight (and it is almost 
always fatal) from either a draft or from temperatures below 70°F. NEVER let the guinea pig’s room get drafty or drop below 
70°.  If you keep your home cooler than 70°, make sure there is enough bedding in the cage for your pet to burrow beneath to 
keep warm.  
 


