
OCTOBER 
1oct - Columbus Day 
On October 12, 1492, Christopher Columbus landed on the shores of our country after a ten-week 
voyage from Italy.  The first recorded celebration of Columbus Day in the United States took 
place on October 12, 1792.  The 400th anniversary of the event, however, inspired the first 
official Columbus Day holiday in the United States.  In 1892, President Benjamin Harrison issued 
a proclamation urging Americans to mark the day.  In 1937, President Franklin Roosevelt 
proclaimed every October 12 as Columbus Day.  Since 1971, it has been celebrated on the second 
Monday in October. 
 
2oct - Fire Prevention Week 
October _______ is National Fire Prevention Week.  We encourage our residents to take this time 
to develop and practice a fire escape plan.  It’s such a fun way to get the kids involved in fire 
safety!  Originally proclaimed as Fire Prevention Day in 1920 by President Woodrow Wilson, it 
commemorated the anniversary of the Great Chicago Fire of 1871.  In 1924, 15,000 U.S. citizens 
lost their lives to fire.  In 1925, in order to help prevent this large loss of lives, Calvin Coolidge 
extended the day to a week. 
 
3oct - This Month in History 
October 28, 1636 – Harvard University, the oldest institution of higher learning in America, was 

founded in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
October 16, 1701 – Yale University was founded in Killingworth, Connecticut (as the Collegiate 

School of Connecticut). The school moved to New Haven in 1716. 
October 13, 1775 – The United States Navy was created after the Second Continental Congress 

authorized the acquisition of a fleet of ships. 
October 19, 1781 – The surrender of the British at Yorktown, ending the Revoltionary War.  
October 13, 1792 – The cornerstone of the White House was laid by George Washington. 
October 26, 1825 – The Erie Canal opened as the first major manmade waterway in America, 

linking Lake Erie with the Hudson River. 
October 3, 1863 – President Abraham Lincoln issued a proclamation designating the last 

Thursday in November as Thanksgiving Day. 
October 8, 1871 – The Great Fire of Chicago erupted. 
October 26, 1881 – The shoot-out at the O.K. Corral in Tombstone, Arizona, occurred between 

the feuding Clanton and Earp families. 
October 28, 1886 – The Statue of Liberty was dedicated on Bedloe’s Island in New York Harbor. 
October 27, 1904 – The New York City subway began operating. 
October 1, 1908 – Henry Ford’s Model T went on sale for the first time. 
October 21, 1915 – The first transatlantic radio voice message was made by the American 

Telephone and Telegraph Company from Virginia to Paris. 
October 28, 1919 – Prohibition began in the U.S. with the passage of the National Prohibition 

(Volstead) Act by Congress. 



October 6, 1927 – The first full-length feature film using spoken dialogue, “The Jazz Singer,” 
opened in New York. 

October 29, 1929 – The stock market crashed, resulting in the Great Depression. 
October 31, 1941 – Mount Rushmore National Memorial was completed. 
 

Halloween 
4oct - It’s Scary Not to Have Insurance 
Halloween is a time of ghosts, goblins and other imaginary troublemakers.  Vandalism, theft, and 
natural disasters are troublemakers that could occur at any time and can cause damage to the 
contents of your apartment home.  It would be terrifying not to be protected.  Be sure you are 
prepared with renters insurance.  Take control today, and contact your insurance agent or the 
office for more information. 
 
5oct - Jack-o-Lanterns 
After you finish carving your pumpkin this year, we would appreciate if you would consider 
putting a small flashlight in your jack-o-lantern instead of a candle.  Flames of any kind left 
unattended are dangerous, and leaving an open flame exposed to the elements for a long period is 
an even bigger fire hazard.  Use a flashlight or glowstick—no fires will be started, no fingers will 
be burned and your jack-o-lantern will be just as spooky. 
 
6oct - Halloween Safety Tips 
• Carry a flashlight. 
• Walk, don’t run.  
• Stay on sidewalks. 
• Obey traffic signals.  
• Stay in familiar neighborhoods.  
• Don’t cut across yards or driveways.  
• Make sure costumes don’t drag on the ground.  
• Shoes should fit (even if they don’t go with your costume).  
• Avoid wearing masks while walking from house to house.  
• Carry only flexible knives, swords or other props.  
• If no sidewalk, walk on the left side of the road facing traffic.  
• Wear clothing with reflective markings or tape.  
• Approach only homes that have an outside light on or somehow indicate they welcome visitors. 
• Never go alone.  If your child goes with other friends, plan the route ahead of time. 
• Never go inside a house—accept treats at the door.  Stop only at well-lit areas. 
• Check your child’s candy before it is eaten. 
 
 
7oct - Tips for a Happy Halloween 
• Get the right costume.  Buy or design costumes that the kids can walk in easily without 



tripping or falling.  Costumes should be light-colored so motorists can spot them, or put 
reflective tape or paint on costumes or treat bags. 

• Use makeup instead of masks.  Makeup is safer than masks, which can block a child’s vision. 
• Use a flashlight.  To prevent fires, use a flashlight instead of a candle in your jack o’lantern.  

Have children carry a flashlight so they can see and be seen. 
• Set up a route.  Agree on an established route so that children visit only familiar 

neighborhoods.  Have them stop only at places that are well lit.  Young children should be 
supervised by an adult or responsible older child. 

• Cross streets carefully.  Remind children to cross only at intersections, waiting for traffic 
signals and looking both ways. 

• Inspect treats.  Insist that your children bring all goodies home for inspection before they eat 
anything.  Feed them before they go out to reduce temptation.  Discard unpackaged and open 
or torn packaged items.  If you detect that your child may have received some “iffy” candy, 
immediately report food tampering to the police.  When in doubt, throw it out! 

 
8oct - Halloween Treats and Pets 
Once the kids have brought their loot home, make sure no one gets sick—the kids or your pet.  
Pets like sweets and may try to eat the candy.  Of course, too much candy gives animals an upset 
stomach, just like it does children, but it may also be dangerous. 

Ask kids not to share candy with pets.  Candy, especially chocolate, is toxic for animals and can 
cause vomiting, restlessness, heart disturbances, seizures and even death.  Most vets agree that 
dogs and other pets have to eat a lot of chocolate before it gets dangerous, but it is still smart to 
keep the chocolate away from them.  Watch smaller pets especially, since it takes less to harm 
them.  

So keep the candy and chocolate out of your pet’s reach and celebrate Halloween with your pet 
by sharing only goodies that are made especially for them, like dog biscuits or cat treats. 
 
9oct - The Fear Factor of Halloween 
Halloween: America’s costume blast.  A chance to imagine we’re something else, and to look the 
part, if only for one night.  But it’s also about the dark, mysterious side of things.  Ghosts, 
witches and monsters.  A celebration of what scares us.  But how much scariness is too much?  
And for children of what ages?  Children of different ages have varying comfort levels with 
imaginary fear.  Kids only rejoice in scariness when deep down they feel safe and know it’s not 
real.  Scariness tickles a safe child in a fun way, but it deepens real fears in an unsafe child.  So 
remember to keep Halloween fun, monitor the “fear factor” of this holiday and make sure it is not 
too scary for your little ones. 
 
10oct - History of Halloween 
Halloween is actually the combination of many festivals.  The Celts  believed that every year on 
the last day of October, the souls of the dead visited the earth.  When the Romans conquered the 
Celts in the first century A.D., they added parts of their festivals, Feralia and Pomona, to the 



tradition.  Feralia was a festival to honor the dead and Pomona was a harvest festival named after 
the goddess of fruit (apples) and trees.  Around the eighth century, the Christian church made 
November 1 All Saints’ Day to honor all the saints that didn’t have a special day of their own.  
Over the years these festivals combined.  The Mass held on All Saints’ Day was called All 
Hallowmas (the mass of All Hallows—saintly people).  The night before was known as All 
Hallows Eve.  Eventually this name became Halloween.  
 
11oct - Halloween Riddles 
What do you get when a mummy joins a band? 
 Wrap music 
What is a ghost’s favorite direction? 
 Horror zontal 
What is a witch’s favorite subject in school? 
 Spelling 
What is a monster’s favorite food? 
 Ghoul scout cookies 
Why did the ghost go to the doctor? 
 To get his “boo”ster shot 
What did the skeleton say when his brother told a lie? 
 You can’t fool me.  I can see right through you. 
Who belongs to the monsters’ PTA? 
 Mummies and Deadies 
What is a ghost’s favorite dance? 
 Boo-skoot boogies 
Who did the ghost invite to his party? 
 Anyone he could dig up 
What kind of hot dogs do monsters like best? 
 Halloweiners 
What do you call a dentist who cleans a werewolf’s teeth? 
 Crazy 
Why didn’t the skeleton go to the ball? 
 Because he had “no body” to go with 


