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1jul - July is National Hot Dog Month 
According to the National Hot Dog and Sausage Council, Americans will be consuming hot dogs 
in record numbers this summer.  The Council estimates that over 7 billion will be eaten by 
Americans between Memorial Day and Labor Day.  During the July 4th weekend alone (the 
biggest hot dog holiday of the year), 155 million will be downed.  Every year, Americans eat an 
average of 60 hot dogs each.  

How did the hot dog get its name?  The term “hot dog” is credited to sports cartoonist Tad 
Dorgan.  At a 1901 baseball game in New York, vendors began selling hot dachshund sausages in 
rolls.  From the press box, Dorgan could hear the vendors yelling, “Get your dachshund sausages 
while they’re red hot!”  He sketched a cartoon depicting the scene but wasn’t sure how to spell 
“dachshund” so he called them simply “hot dogs.”  
 
2jul - This Month in History 
July 2, 1776 – The Continental Congress in Philadelphia adopted the following resolution: 

“Resolved, That these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and independent 
States, that they are absolved from all allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political 
connection between them and the State of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved.  
That it is expedient forthwith to take the most effectual measures for forming foreign Alliances.  
That a plan of confederation be prepared and transmitted to the respective Colonies for their 
consideration and approbation.” 

July 4, 1776 – The Declaration of Independence was approved by the Continental Congress. 
July 8, 1776 – The first public reading of the Declaration of Independence occurred in 

Philadelphia. 
July 31, 1790 – The U.S. Patent Office first opened its doors. 
July 1, 1862 – President Abraham Lincoln signed the first income tax bill.  Also on this day, the 

Bureau of Internal Revenue was established by an Act of Congress. 
July 20, 1969 – Apollo 11 Astronaut Neil Armstrong took his first step onto the moon. As he 

stepped onto the moon’s surface he proclaimed, “That’s one small step for man, one giant leap 
for mankind.” 

 
3jul - Be Red, White and Blue – Not Just Blue 
This year the Fourth of July falls on a __________.  If you are planning a vacation around this 
great summer holiday, remember to pay your rent before you leave.  Your patriotic blood will be 
all blue if you are stuck with late fees when you return from your get-away.  Plan ahead and have 
a happy and safe 4th of July. 
 
4jul - Celebrate Wisely 
We wish everyone a happy Fourth of July holiday.  As you celebrate the independence of our 
great country, we would like to remind you that fireworks are not to be set off on the property.  
This policy has been established by the local authorities for the benefit of everyone.  Be aware 



that even sparklers can be dangerous and should be used only with extreme caution and common 
sense. 
 
5jul - Celebrating Our Independence 
On July 4,1776, we claimed our independence from England and democracy was born. 
Every day thousands leave their homeland to come to the “land of the free and the home of the 
brave” so they can begin their American Dream.  The United States is truly a diverse nation made 
up of dynamic people.  It is this diversity that makes our country (and our community) great! 

This July 4th we celebrate the gifts of America’s birthday—freedom, independence, and 
diversity—and are reminded to be thankful that we live in such a great nation. 
We hope all of you will have a safe and happy holiday! 
 
6jul - How Did Uncle Sam Get His Name? 
Samuel Wilson was a patriotic meat packer who supplied provisions to the American Army 
during the War of 1812.  Goods for the soldiers were always stamped “U.S.”  When visitors 
asked what the initials stood for, plant workers joked that they meant “Uncle Sam” Wilson.  The 
name stuck because Wilson had a reputation for hard work and integrity. 
 
7jul - 4th of July Pet Tips 
Bombs bursting in air on the Fourth of July may make you feel patriotic, but it may stress out or 
frighten your pet.  Surprisingly, the days after July 4 are some of the busiest days for animal care 
specialists, and more pets run away during this time than most other times.  If you follow these 
safety tips for July 4, you greatly increase the chance that the holiday will be happy for everyone. 
• Don’t take dogs to places where there may be fireworks.   
• If you plan to be away from home on the holiday, keep your pet inside in a quiet, protected 

room.  
• If you’re at home with a scared dog, don’t reinforce its behavior by offering sympathy.  Instead, 

divert its attention by practicing an obedience routine or playing a game.  
• Leave a scared cat alone.  Don’t try to force a feline from its hiding place.  The cat will come 

out when it feels safe.  
Happy 4th of July to all! 
 
8jul - Keep Sparks Away From Sparky 
When it comes to fireworks, animal experts agree: pets and fireworks don’t mix.  The possible 
dangers to the animal are numerous, plus there’s little doubt that most animals are bothered if not 
terrified by the loud explosions and noises fireworks create.  Many animals are frightened even 
during normal occurrences such as thunderstorms.  Loud noises generally scare most animals.  
The Fourth of July can be a terrible time for them, and the sounds from fireworks can cause even 
greater fear.  Loud explosions can even trigger some illnesses such as epilepsy (seizures).  
Another big reason to keep Sparky away from all the sparks is that animals—especially dogs—
can chew on exploded or unexploded fireworks, and the ingredients in them are toxic.  They can 



cause severe stomach and digestive trouble, possibly even death, if ingested.   

Be a good pet owner and don’t let your pet near fireworks.  The possibility of danger and stress to 
your pet is very real.  Keep pets indoors if fireworks are being set off nearby.  Use the radio or 
TV to drown out the sound.  Stay with your pet if possible.   
 
9jul - Our Troops 
It’s July and we want to make sure we not only celebrate our freedom, but we want to take a 
moment to thank our troops.  Anyone who has a family member or friend in the military, 
remember to thank him or her this July 4th.  It takes courage and strength to face what our troops 
face every day.  We want to give a big THANKS to all of you who have ever fought for the 
freedom of our country we get to call home.  Happy Independence Day! 
 
 
10jul - History of the Flag 
The United States flag is the third oldest of the National Standards of the world—older than the 
Union Jack of Britain or the Tricolor of France.  The flag was authorized by Congress on June 14, 
1777.  This date is now observed as Flag Day throughout America. 
A lot of thought went into the design of “Old Glory.”  The colors of the flag may be thus 
explained: The red is for valor and zeal; the white is for hope and purity; blue, the color of heaven, 
for loyalty, justice, and truth.  The star symbolizes dominion, sovereignty, and high aspirations.  
The constellation of the stars, one star for each state, stands for our Constitution, which reserves 
the states their individual rule except for laws established by the federal government.  The 13 
stripes represent the 13 original states. 

The United States flag continues to represent a unique ideal of equal opportunity for life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness.  It is a beacon of enduring hope to the entire world.  It is not a flag 
of a reigning family or royal house but of the millions of people who make up our nation. This is 
our flag—worthy of honor and loyalty! 
 
11jul - Safety with Sparklers  
Sparklers, like other fireworks, must be used with care.  They can get six times as hot as a pan of 
cooking oil, and sparkler injuries have been on the increase.  It makes sense to keep sparklers in 
safe hands.  
• Always light sparklers one at a time.  
• Never hold a baby or child if you have a sparkler in your hand.  
• Plunge finished sparklers hot end down into a bucket of water as soon as they have burned out.  

They can stay hot for a long time.  
• Don’t take sparklers to public displays.  It will be too crowded to use them safely.  
• Never give sparklers to kids under 5; they will not understand how to use them safely.  
• Always supervise children using sparklers.  
• Give children gloves to wear when holding sparklers.  
• Avoid dressing children in loose or flowing clothes—they may catch fire.  



• Show children how to hold sparklers—away from their body and at arm’s length.  
• Teach children not to wave sparklers near anyone else or run while holding them. 
 
12jul - In Honor of Independence Day   
This Independence Day let’s not forgot all our fallen soldiers or those who are now active in duty.  
Here is a poem in honor of all who are or have been a part of why we get to live in the land of the 
free: 
 
The Soldiers Life  
by SSgt. Scott E. Hilligoss  
 
The soldier’s life is not for all 
A soldier must be willing to give his all 
He is overworked and underpaid 
A truer patriot was never made. 
Ready to go at any time 
Wherever there is trouble or the first sign 
His courage and honor are unsurpassed 
Ready and willing to complete the task. 
Travelling to lands both near and far 
He stands his post and looks at the stars 
Wondering what he might have done  
If he had not chosen to carry a gun. 
Remember the next time that you are driving by 
And see the flag flying proud and high 
That somewhere out there a soldier stands 
Weary and cold in a foreign land 
Protecting our country from our foes 
Standing tall and proud come rain or snow. 


