
DECEMBER 
1dec - Write a Friend Month 
December is a great time to catch up with friends.  How about writing them a card or a letter?  With all the electronic devices 
around, it’s touching and refreshing to receive a letter in the mail. 
 
2dec - This Month in History 
December 19, 1732 – Benjamin Franklin first published “Poor Richard’s Almanac.” 
December 16, 1773 – The Boston Tea Party occurred as colonial activists boarded British ships anchored in Boston Harbor 

and dumped 342 containers of expensive tea into the water. 
December 7, 1787 – Delaware became the first state to adopt the new constitution of the United States of America. 
December 6, 1865 – The 13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was ratified abolishing slavery. 
December 6, 1877 – At his laboratory in West Orange, New Jersey, Thomas Edison demonstrated his newly invented 

phonograph. 
December 31, 1879 – Thomas Edison provided the first public demonstration of his electric incandescent lamp at his 

laboratory in Menlo Park, New Jersey. 
December 17, 1903 – Orville and Wilbur Wright achieved the first powered, controlled airplane flights near Kitty Hawk, 

North Carolina. 
December 5, 1933 – Prohibition was repealed. 
December 15, 1939 – “Gone with the Wind” had its world premiere in Atlanta. 
December 7, 1941 – The U.S. Naval base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, was attacked by nearly 200 Japanese aircraft. 
December 23, 1947 – The transistor was invented at Bell Laboratories, which sparked a worldwide revolution in electronics. 
December 1, 1955 – The birth of the modern American civil rights movement occurred as Rosa Parks was arrested in 

Montgomery, Alabama, for refusing to give up her seat and move to the back of the bus. 
 

Christmas 
3dec - Season’s Greetings! 
We hope all our residents can take the time this year to enjoy the holidays.  The entire staff of __________________ 
(community) wishes you peace, health, and happiness this holiday and in the upcoming year. 
 
4dec - Package Mania 
As always, we are happy to accept your packages while you are not at home.  But during the holiday season the volume of 
packages tends to increase, so please make arrangements to pick up your packages as soon as possible. 
 
5dec - Let Santa’s Elves Help! 
No time to wrap presents?  From _______________ (dates), the elves in our office will be glad to take care of this chore for 
you!  Just bring your presents boxed up and ready to wrap and we’ll provide the rest.  Please be sure to pick up your presents 
promptly, since Santa’s workshop has limited space. 
 
6dec - Pictures With Santa 
We just got word from some elves that Santa will be stopping by our community on ____________ (date) to double-check 
his list.  We invite you and your family to stop by and visit with Santa and help us celebrate!  Bring your camera so you can 
capture the magic of the season.  
 
7dec - Oh Christmas Tree 
Many Americans opt for live trees at the holidays, but artificial trees definitely have their benefits.  They are less likely to 
catch fire and are environmentally kinder.  Regardless of which tree you choose to decorate your home with this year, please 



follow these tips: 
• Use small lights.  The heat from bigger lights may damage the tree or start a fire. 
• Keep live trees watered.  The dryer the tree is the more likely it is to catch fire. 
• Do not overload extension cords or outlets. 
• Keep paper ornaments and those made of other flammable material away from decorative lights. 
• Never use candles on your tree. 
• Turn off lights when you leave. 
 
8dec - Decorating Safely 
Although trees, lights and candles help homes look festive, don’t sacrifice safety in the name of holiday decorating. 
• Place Christmas trees away from fireplaces and other heat sources to prevent fires. 
• Check your tree lights for broken or frayed sockets and wires or any loose connections.  Use no more than three light sets 

on one extension cord. 
• Don’t treat old tinsel as a family heirloom.  Make sure your tinsel and garlands are made of new material that is 

nonflammable.  If using an artificial tree, be sure that it is fire-resistant. 
• Turn off all lights and other decorations at bedtime or when you leave home.  And of course, never leave burning candles 

unattended or in reach of small children. 
 
9dec - Deck Your Halls 
This holiday season as you deck the halls, walls and windows of your home, please remember to take a few precautions. 
• Be careful not to mar surfaces of walls and halls when hanging decorations.  Sticky-back hangers can easily remove parts 

of your wall when the hanger is removed.  Small nails or pins are best when hanging any type of decoration. 
• If your holiday display includes a lit menorah or other candles in a window, don’t use real ones.  These are a real fire 

hazard.  Electric versions can be substituted and look just as festive. 
• Examine lights for cracked or frayed wiring or defective bulb sockets.  Use only those that have the UL approval when 

hanging lights inside or out. 
• Also, please be sure to turn all lights out before leaving home or retiring for the night since they can overheat. 
 
10dec - Wrap Your Gifts Without Waste 
Holidays don’t need to be a celebration of the packaging industry.  An incalculable amount of paper, ribbon and tape is 
consumed, and most of it ends up in garbage cans.  Be environmentally conscious.  
• Make gift bags out of leftover pieces of fabric.  Or check out the fabric stores for remnants or ends of rolls for brightly 

colored materials.  These can be used over and over.  
• Go for the country look!  Attach calico ribbons to brown paper bags or decorate the bags with crayon designs.  Enlist the 

help of the younger set.   
• If you are giving a gift of homemade cookies, pack them in a reusable tin or cookie jar topped off with a bow—no 

wrapping paper is necessary.  
• If you receive gifts wrapped in decorative paper, take care unwrapping them (savor the anticipation) so that you won’t 

destroy the wrapping.  Cut off the torn edges, refold the paper and save it. 
 
11dec - History of the Candy Cane 
There are many theories on the candy cane and its origin.  One legend says the candy cane was created by Christians as a 
reminder of Christ’s pure heart and ultimate suffering—the basis of the Christian faith.  Another legend is that the candy cane 
represents a shepherd’s crook.  A simpler theory speculates that during the late 17th century after Europeans adopted the use 
of Christmas trees, they began making special decorations for them.  Food items predominated, with cookies and candy 
heavily represented.  Unfortunately, white sticks of sugar candy would not stay on the trees. The candy sticks simply needed 
to be curved to stay on the branches—thus, the creation of the candy cane. 



Although the truth of the candy cane’s beginning is difficult to track, they have been featured in holiday literature and art 
since the late 1600s.  It has been documented that it wasn’t until the turn of the century that the red and white stripes and 
peppermint flavors became the norm.  Today, the candy cane is synonymous with the holidays. 
 

Holiday Pets 
12dec - Holiday Puppy  
Is Santa bringing you a pet this year for Christmas?  If a pet was on your wish list, remind Santa to abide by our pet policies 
and check with us before he delivers it.  We love our furry friends but have rules that all pets and pet owners must abide by.  
Thanks, and we hope Santa brings you everything on your list. 
 
13dec - Holiday Tips for Your Pets 
The holidays are stressful for all, including your pets.  Do what you can to make life merry for them too during this season. 
• Keep the garbage can secure.  Holiday meals and treats are yummy to us but can be dangerous to animals. 
• Hang non-breakable ornaments at the bottom of the tree so if hit by a playful pet they will not break. 
• Remember, plants such as poinsettias, holly, amaryllis and mistletoe may make your home beautiful, but they are 

poisonous to pets. 
• Be cautious with candles and menorahs.  Keep them out of reach and never leave a lit candle unattended. 
 
14dec - Our Furry Friends at Holiday Feasts 
Do you give in to cute, pesky pets at the dinner table?  During the holidays, pet lovers are urged to resist the intense gazes 
and vocal demands of pleading pets.  According to animal experts, there can be deadly consequences for animals during the 
holidays.  Holiday threats to animals can include excessive consumption of rich or harmful foods.  So while the tendency is 
to feed your pet from the table—don’t.  Before you sit down to feast, take the temptation away from both guests and pets.  If 
you feed your pets before the guests arrive, you reduce the temptation for begging and stealing.  You can also use a pet gate 
to house the pet nearby, but provide a safety barrier.   

One of the easiest ways to avoid trouble is to make sure your guests know the pet rules and discourage them from feeding 
your pet scraps from the table.  Once the table is cleared, make sure your pet cannot get to scraps or bones.  You might want 
to buy your pet some special chewy treats to distract it during your meal; that way everyone can enjoy some special eats and 
treats for the holidays. 
 

Holiday Decorating Contests 
15dec - Deck It All 
Untangle the lights, unpack the ornaments and break out your creativity, Santa is coming to town!  We invite all of you to get 
in the holiday spirit and decorate your patio or balcony for our Holiday Decorating Contest.  We will be assisting Santa in 
deciding who does the best job.  First and second place winners will be awarded.  Judging will be held on _____________ 
(date). 
 
16dec - Deck the Halls (and Balconies & Patios) 
This holiday season our community will be having a patio and balcony decorating contest.  So pull out your garland and 
lights and have at it!  Get creative and have fun!  Even if you choose not to participate in our contest, please remember to 
keep your patio/balcony clean.  We know you are proud of your home and want it to be as beautiful as it can be.  The winner 
of the contest will receive ____________, and all the residents will win because our property will be beautiful! 
 
 

December Holidays 



17dec - Happy Holidays to All! 
So many holidays are celebrated in the month of December.  Here is a very brief explanation of the most common ones.  Ask 
your friends and neighbors of different backgrounds and faiths to educate you on their traditions.  It is so wonderful to 
broaden your horizons this way. 

Christmas is the celebration of the birth of Jesus for members of the Christian religion.  It is one of the most sacred of the 
Christian holidays, as Christians believe that Jesus is the Son of God.  

Chanukah, the Festival of Lights, is a joyous celebration about the miracle of the oil that burned for eight days when there 
was only enough oil left in the Temple for one day.  Chanukah begins on the 25th day of the month of Kislev in the Jewish 
calendar. 

Kwanzaa is an African-American holiday about the festival of the first harvest of the crops.  It begins on December 26 and 
lasts for seven days.  The name Kwanzaa, sometimes spelled Kwanza, comes from a phrase which means “first fruits” in 
Swahili, an East African language.  

Ramadan is the ninth month of the Muslim calendar.  During the month, Muslims fast from sunrise to sunset.  In the evening 
and in the morning before the sun comes up, they eat small meals.  During this month, they take extra time for family, inner 
reflection, and spiritual growth.   
(Note: Ramadan doesn’t always occur in December, so this paragraph may not always apply.) 
 
18dec - Hanukkah 
This eight-day festival of lights begins ____________ (date) this year.  We wish all our Jewish friends a happy and 
enlightened holiday. 
 
19dec - Kwanzaa 
Kwanzaa is a holiday observed in December.   It was created to introduce and reinforce seven basic values of African culture 
which contribute to building and reinforcing family, community and culture among African-American people as well as 
Africans throughout the world. 

The seven principles celebrated during this festival are: Unity, Self-Determination, Collective Work and Responsibility, 
Cooperative Economics, Purpose, Creativity, and Faith. 

May those celebrating Kwanzaa achieve these principles and have an enlightened holiday. 
 
20dec - Kwanzaa 
Kwanzaa is an African-American holiday created in 1966.  It begins on December 26 and lasts through January 1.  The name 
Kwanzaa comes from the language of Swahili and means firstfruits of the harvest.   

To prepare for the holiday, families decorate their homes with Kwanzaa symbols.  They place a mkeka, a straw mat, on the 
table.  Corn (one ear for each child in the family) and other foods are placed on the mkeka to remember the earth’s abundance.  
Candles are placed in a kinara, a wooden candle holder.  A black candle is placed in the center as a reminder of the richness 
of African-American skin.  Three red candles represent struggles, and three green candles represent a prosperous future.  A 
candle is lit for each day of Kwanzaa.  The black candle is lit first, then red and green candles are lit alternately.  There are 
seven principles of Kwanzaa, one for each day.  They are Umoja or Unity, Kujichagulia or Self-Determination, Ujima or 
Collective Work and Responsibility, Ujamma or Cooperative Economics, Nia or Purpose, Kuumba or Creativity, and Imani 
or Faith. 

Happy Kwanzaa to all celebrating this month! 
 
21dec - A Time To Celebrate 
December is here, and millions of Americans are celebrating this month.  With all the Christmas decorations and marketing, 
it is sometimes hard to remember there are millions who are celebrating in other ways.  This month many are celebrating 



Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, and Diwali.  As you enjoy your holidays, remember to be respectful of other people, other faiths and 
cultures.  Take the time to learn about other traditions.  Happy Holidays to all celebrating this month! 
 
22dec - Boxing Day  
Boxing Day is a national holiday in England, Ireland and Australia.  It is celebrated on December 26.  The name of this 
holiday is somewhat misleading to us.  It has nothing to do with rings and gloves unless you are giving rings and gloves away.  

Legend tells that on this day the noblemen “boxed up” gifts for their servants.  From all accounts it is a day of doing good 
deeds in your community.  Many still use this day to give back to the community by doing charitable acts like collecting food 
for the hungry and clothing for the needy.   What a wonderful tradition—giving back the day after so many of us get so much. 
 

Holiday Tips 
23dec - Holiday Budgeting Tips 
• Buy early.  Make your holiday list early.  Include several ideas for each person on your list.  Look for sales for items on 

the list.  Scan newspapers and store advertisements for sales, discounts and promotions.  Don’t be stuck paying the highest 
prices at the last minute. 

• Start a holiday fund early in the year.  Put away a little each week, and then when the holidays come around you will have 
a good start on financing them. 

• Start a budget for your holiday spending and stick to it.  Spending can get out of hand if not monitored.  Make a list of 
regular monthly expenses (i.e., rent and utilities) and calculate what you can afford to spend. 

• Avoid using credit cards.  Even though it gives you more time to pay for it, it will cost you a lot more in finance charges in 
the end. 

 
24dec - Holiday Safety 
The holidays are coming upon us very fast!  Although the holidays are a time for family, friends and fun, they also, 
unfortunately, bring increased criminal activity.  In an effort to help you get through the holiday season as safely as possible, 
here are a few tips: 
• Always park in well-lit areas. 
• Try not to walk alone.  If you are out shopping, ask for a security officer to walk you to your car with your packages, or 

walk out with groups of people. 
• Never leave valuables in your car. 
• Always be aware of your surroundings. 
• Do not open your door to strangers, and always lock your doors. 
• Please report any safety hazards to the office, such as lights not working. 
• If you see suspicious activity, contact the police department immediately.  If you feel that you are witnessing a crime or 

you have a life-threatening emergency, dial 911. 
We hope these tips will help keep you safe this holiday season! 
 
25dec - Holiday Fire Safety 
There are so many fire hazards that could occur during the holidays.  Do your part to be sure these holidays stay happy by 
following these tips during the season: 
• Never leave unattended candles burning. 
• Make sure your tree is well watered. 
• Avoid overloading outlets or using too many extension cords. 
• Remember to turn off stoves and ovens before leaving your home. 
• Do not use light strings that are frayed or cut.  
Simply be careful and cautious.  In the unlikely event of a fire, call 911 first and then notify the office.  We hope all of you 



will have a safe and happy holiday. 
 
26dec - Smart Safety Tips 
Statistics show that crime will increase during the holiday season.  Although the police department does everything they can 
to reduce crime, no one—not the police nor the management—can guarantee that it will not happen to you or someone you 
know.  But here are some suggestions that can help reduce the chance. 
• Leaving valuables in sight can tempt a would-be thief.  Remove GPS devices, Christmas presents, wallets and purses, and 

even loose change or place them in the trunk.   Keep purses, wallets and Christmas presents from being seen through 
windows in your home. 

• Locks work only if they are being used.  Keep the doors to your car and home locked at all times, even when you are 
inside. 

• Using caution is your best protection.  Be observant of everyone and everything around you.  Have your keys out and 
ready to unlock your car before you come out of your home or any building.  Before getting into your car, look inside and 
around your car. 

• Would-be criminals prefer not to be seen.  When going out at night, park only in well lit areas.  Report immediately to 
management any lights that are not working in the community. 

 
27dec - Holiday Safety Tips 
The holiday season is supposed to be the most wonderful time of year!  In order to keep the mood merry and bright, police 
are urging the public to steer clear of suspicious situations and criminals.  Here are some tips to ensure that you are being as 
cautious as possible to create a fun and safe holiday season: 
• Do not leave anything that is valuable inside your car. 
• Leave a light on while you’re out and about.   
• Do not run Christmas light cables through open windows.  
• Do not let the mail pile up if you’re out of town; just ask a friend to pick it up or make arrangements with the post office. 
• Lots of us have a “hide-away-key” spot; during the holidays you may want to find a new one, or not hide the keys outside 

at all. 
 
28dec - Steps for a Perfect Holiday Season 
• Make a list of family and friends you will be making a purchase for and set a dollar amount for each gift. 
• The earlier in the year you start shopping, the better off you are money-wise.  You have more time to hunt for bargains and 

for items the recipient will really want. 
• Ask friends, relatives and co-workers to write wish lists for you so that your holiday purchases for them are right on target. 
• If you feel tired while holiday shopping, leave before you start making expensive purchases for the sake of convenience. 
• Try to pay for everything in cash—not credit cards.  It will help make you stay within your budget. 
• Make large batches of stew, soup or casseroles and freeze them in dinner-sized portions.  When time gets scarce during the 

holidays, simply defrost what you need. 
• If sending packages through the mail, be sure you allow several extra days for delivery.  The postal service, UPS and other 

carriers are loaded down this time of year with packages, and extra time will be needed to assure they make their 
destination in time for the holidays. 

 
29dec - Steps for Easy Holiday Shopping and Planning 
• Plan Ahead.  Have a set list of gifts you intend to buy. 
• Use common sense.  A golden rule of online shopping is that if something seems too good to be true, it probably is and 

you should avoid it.  Shop with retailers that you trust.  
• Time your gift arrival.  Check retailers’ shipping deadlines. 
• Know retailers’ return and exchange policies.  Return policies vary.  



• If you aren’t comfortable paying with a credit card, research other payment options.  Retailers place a tremendous 
importance on keeping their websites safe and protecting customers’ information.  But for shoppers who are still nervous 
about paying by credit card, other options are often available.  

• “Check it Twice” before confirming purchase.  Before you complete an online purchase, double-check billing and credit 
card information, shipping address and total cost of the order.  

• File it.  Print and save all confirmations of your purchases.  This will help in many ways, from returning or exchanging 
items to verifying credit card or bank statements.  Also, write down each purchase.  It’s easy to forget how much you’ve 
spent if you don’t keep track.  This will help both holiday spending on a budget and balancing your checkbook. 

 
30dec - Holiday Time Savers 
We know that everyone could use more time, especially as we get into the holiday season, so here are some time-saving tips.  
• Report service requests as they occur.  Don’t put it off until the time when you usually pay your rent.  The first of the 

month is usually the busiest time for our maintenance team. 
• If you need to return an item to the mall or store or if you need to do some quick shopping, Monday and Tuesday evenings 

between 5:00 and 7:00 are usually the least busy.  Most people are home on these days and it is also dinnertime. 
• Make plans to stop by the post office on Monday if you need to purchase stamps or mail a package. 
• The best time to renew your driver’s license or purchase new tags for your vehicle is the middle of the week in the middle 

of the month. 
 
31dec - Stress Free Holiday 
If you’re planning on hosting a holiday celebration, don’t let the stress of the holiday season weigh you down.  Here are some 
ways you can lighten the load and help your gathering be a success. 
• Don’t set unrealistic expectations.  No one will be wearing white gloves, so your home doesn’t need to be sterile clean. 
• Preparing a seven-course dinner may not be necessary.  Finger foods served on decorated trays can be just as appealing 

and filling.  Choose items which can be prepared in advance.  These days many food stores and restaurants offer a variety 
of foods which can be purchased ready to serve. 

• If you’ve been spending all your spare time cleaning, cooking and preparing for the party, take some time to do something 
for yourself. 

• Most importantly, remind your friends and family who are attending the celebration to be courteous of your neighbors and 
keep the sounds of the party down so as not to disturb those living around you. 

 

Holiday Fun 
32dec - Holiday Quiz 
What is the real title for these exaggerated titles of very familiar Christmas tunes? 
 1. My sole desire for the Yuletide Season is receipt of a pair of central incisors 
 2. From dark ‘til dawn, soundless and sanctimonious 
 3. Celestial messengers from splendid empires 
 4. The antlered quadruped with the cerise proboscis 
 5. The event occurred at one minute after 11:59 p.m. with visibility unlimited 
 6. Ornament the enclosure with large sprigs of a berry-bearing evergreen 
 7. Personal hallucinations of an alabaster December 25th 
 8. Anticipation of this Noel’s mementos: nil 
 9. Clappered inverted cups, amalgamated 
 10. Testimony of witness to maternal parent’s infidelity with Kris Kringle 
 11. In a distant bovine diner 
 12. Universal elation 
 13. O miniature Nazarene village 



 14. The approach of the holiday commemorating the birth of Christ is becoming evident 
 15. May Jehovah grant unto you males hilarious retirement 
 16. Those of you who are true, come here 
 17. Are you detecting the same aural sensations as I am? 
 18. The diminutive male of less than adult age who plays a percussion instrument 
 19. Primary yuletide 
 20. Heavenly cherubs announcing in song – listen! 
 21. Reigning monarchs of the far east 
 22. Who’s the mystery kid? 
 23. Proclaim it to the hills 
 24. Pastoral woolies nocturnally observed in vigilance by herdsmen 
 25. Village expectations of a yuletide emissary 
 
Answers 
(1) All I Want for Christmas Is My Two Front Teeth  (2) Silent Night, Holy Night  (3) Angels from the Realms of Glory  (4) 
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer  (5) It Came Upon the Midnight Clear  (6) Deck the Halls with Boughs of Holly  (7) I’m 
Dreaming of a White Christmas  (8) I’m Gettin’ Nuttin’ for Christmas  (9) Silver Bells  (10) I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa 
Claus  (11) Away in a Manger  (12) Joy to the World  (13) O Little Town of Bethlehem  (14) It’s Beginning to Look a Lot 
Like Christmas  (15) God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen  (16) O Come All Ye Faithful  (17) Do You Hear What I Hear?  (18) 
Little Drummer Boy  (19) The First Noel  (20) Hark! the Herald Angels Sing  (21) We Three Kings of Orient Are  (22) What 
Child Is This?  (23) Go Tell It On the Mountain  (24) While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks By Night  (25) Santa Claus Is 
Coming To Town 
 


