
CLEANING/HELPFUL HOUSEHOLD TIPS 
1cl - Spruce Up for Spring 
We have been busy this spring sprucing up your community.  Please take a moment to help us in our efforts by removing any 
personal belongings you might have stored in the entryways or breezeways, patios, or balconies.  Patio furniture and potted 
plants are welcome to stay.  If you are in need of extra storage space, please call or stop by the office. We can refer you to 
several storage services in the neighborhood. 
 
2cl - Community Cleanness 
The entire staff appreciates your efforts in helping keep the community beautiful.  Keeping trash in its proper place, not 
outside your front door or on your patio, has a great impact on the community.  We know your neighbors appreciate it as 
much as we do.  Thanks! 
 
3cl - Looking Good! 
Thanks to all of you who assist us in keeping our community looking good by keeping your patio or balcony free of anything 
other than patio furniture and plants.  Please do not hang laundry, rugs, towels, etc. on your patio.  We do welcome hanging 
baskets and wind chimes.  And please remember that breezeways are for breezes, not for bikes, toys and other personal 
belongings.  Please store these items inside your apartment. 
 
4cl - Tip-Top Shape 
We are proud of our community and want it to look its best. Please do your part to make sure our property stays in tip-top 
shape. 
• Dispose of trash properly. 
• Keep the laundry room clean. 
• Do not leave cigarette butts around. 
• Keep hallways, patios, and balconies free of trash and debris. 
• Clean up after using common areas. 
• Report maintenance requests immediately. 
 
5cl - Spring Cleaning 
Following nature’s lead, spring is the perfect time to clean house. One of the toughest things about spring cleaning is getting 
started and finishing such a big feat. 
• Start by making a list of chores you plan to tackle.  Crossing completed items off the list will motivate you to keep going.   
• Make it fun.  Turn on your favorite music.  Open the windows to air the house.  Make energy-packed snacks to nibble on 

throughout the process.   
• Enlist the help of friends, family or professionals.  
• Consider donating, disposing or selling items you discover you don’t use so you don’t have to clean them again next year.    
After you’re finished, sit back and admire your clean apartment home.  We appreciate all your hard work to keep your home 
and our sparkling clean. 
 
6cl - Summer Spruce Up 
It’s time to start reconsidering that dreaded chore of spring cleaning—you have put it off long enough.  Now it’s “summer” 
cleaning.  Beyond the sore muscles and time consumed, many people also dread the allergy attacks they endure when kicking 
up a year’s worth of dust.  Make sure you use rubber work gloves and that there is good ventilation when you are working 
with toxic cleaners.  Clean from the top to the bottom.  Get down and dirty—there is nothing like a clean home! 
 
7cl - Homemade Cleaners 



Here are some homemade solutions that do just as well as the expensive stuff on the shelves.  Give them a try. 
• All-purpose cleaner: Fill a 32-oz. spray bottle nearly full with water.  Add a squirt or two of Ivory Liquid dish soap.  Put 

the sprayer back on and gently shake the bottle until the soap has been evenly distributed.  Use Ivory because most other 
dish soaps leave behind a filmy residue.  Ivory is especially safe for marble and butcher blocks.  And it’s safe to use on 
brass or gold-plated faucets.  

• Toilet bowl cleaner: Vinegar and baking soda.  Pour vinegar into the toilet let it set 30 minutes.  Sprinkle baking soda on a 
brush and scour.  It cleans and deodorizes.  Pour a cup of vinegar in the bowl and let it set overnight.  Do this once a 
month to dissolve a hard water ring and keep new ones from forming. 

• Window cleaner: In a 32-oz. spray bottle of water put 1/3 cup vinegar and 1/2 cup rubbing alcohol.  Fill with water.  No 
other cleaner is needed.  If you insist on using a cleaner, use 1 tablespoon of automatic dishwashing detergent.  It cleans 
without streaking glass like ammonia.  

 

Helpful Household Tips 
8cl - Five Easy Ways To Use Less Gasoline 
Whether you’re trying to save money or save the planet, follow these steps to help reduce the number of trips to the gas 
station: 
• Lose the weight.  Don’t carry unnecessary things in your car, and remove accessory racks when you’re not using them. 
• Drive the speed limit.  Many cities have traffic lights timed for cars cruising at the speed limit.  By speeding, you get out 

of sync with the timing and waste gas idling at and accelerating from red lights.  And of course, you also increase your 
chances of getting a ticket or causing an accident. 

• Minimize passing.  Every time you speed up to pass another car, you use more gas, only to slow down to fit back into the 
flow of traffic. 

• Check your tires. If your tires aren’t rotated frequently or properly aligned and inflated, they’ll reduce your car’s miles per 
gallon. 

• Shift gears when appropriate.  Generally, the higher the gear the less fuel you use. 
 
9cl - A Change of Seasons… 
…will have many of you also making changes to your wardrobe.  Here are a few tips to keep in mind as you put away those 
out-of-season clothes: 
• Make sure all items are clean before putting them up.  Wash or professionally dry clean all clothing to keep stains from 

setting in. 
• Roll sweaters rather than folding them to prevent permanent creases from forming and store in airtight storage boxes or 

plastic bags.  Suede and leather items need to breathe, so don’t store these in plastic. 
• Use cedar chips as a moth repellent.  Not only do they keep the moths away, but they smell much more pleasant.  You can 

also place a few cedar chips in an old nylon stocking and tie it to a hanger in your closet to keep your closet smelling good. 
• To prevent fading, store clothing out of direct sunlight or away from bright artificial lights. 
• Are you short on space?  Store your blankets inside decorative pillow shams and use them as an accent in your bedroom. 
 
10cl - House Plants 
Everyone and everything is affected by the change in weather, even your house plants.  Winter brings reduced light and 
cooler temperatures; remember to be mindful of the way these changes will affect your plants.  They probably won’t need as 
much water or fertilizer.  Jade and cactus will probably be happy with just one watering a month.  Plants with larger leaves 
lose more moisture, so they’ll need water about once a week.   

If you are bringing in house plants from a season or two outdoors, try to minimize the shock by bringing them in before your 
heater is running full-time.  Your plants may brown a little or lose a few leaves as they adjust to their winter climate.  Always 
check for moisture first by poking your finger an inch into the soil.  Water only when the soil feels dry.   



House plants are therapeutic and healthy to have around.  Make sure they stay green until spring. 
 
11cl - Great Tips 
• Heat up leftover pizza in a nonstick skillet on top of the stove, set heat to medium low and heat until warm.  This keeps the 

crust crispy.  No soggy micro pizza.  
• When you buy a container of cake frosting from the store, whip it with your mixer for a few minutes.  You can double the 

amount.  You get to frost more cakes/cupcakes with the same amount.  You also eat less sugar and calories per serving.  
• To warm biscuits, pancakes, or muffins that were refrigerated, place them in a microwave with a cup of water.  The 

increased moisture will keep the food moist and help it reheat faster.  
• Use a wet cotton ball to pick up the small shards of glass you can’t see easily.  
• Place a dryer sheet in your pocket.  It will keep the mosquitoes away.  
• Before you pour sticky substances into a measuring cup, fill with hot water.  Pour out the hot water, but don’t dry the cup.  

Next, add your ingredient, such as peanut butter, and watch how easily it comes out.  
• Hate foggy windshields?  Buy a chalkboard eraser and keep it in the glove box of your car.  When the windows fog, rub 

with the eraser.  Works better than a cloth! 
• If you seal an envelope and then realize you forgot to include something inside, just place your sealed envelope in the 

freezer for an hour or two.  It will unseal easily. 
• To get rid of pesky fruit flies, fill a small glass halfway with apple cider vinegar and 2 drops of dishwashing liquid; mix 

well.  You will find those flies drawn to the cup and gone forever!  
• Keep a small container of baby powder in your beach bag.  When you’re ready to leave the beach, sprinkle yourself and 

kids with the powder and the sand will slide right off your skin. 
 
12cl - Uses for Dryer Sheets 
• It will chase ants away when you lay a dryer sheet near them.  It also repels mice. 
• It takes the odor out of books and photo albums that don’t get opened too often. 
• It repels mosquitoes.  Tie a dryer sheet through a belt loop when outdoors during mosquito season. 
• Eliminate static electricity from your television or computer screen.  Since dryer sheets are designed to help eliminate 

static cling, wipe your television screen with a used dryer sheet to keep dust from resettling. 
• To freshen the air in your home, place an individual dryer sheet in a drawer or hang in the closet. 
• Prevent thread from tangling.  Run a threaded needle through a dryer sheet before beginning to sew. 
• Prevent musty suitcases by placing an individual dryer sheet inside empty luggage before storing. 
• To freshen the air in your car, place a dryer sheet under the front seat. 
• Clean baked-on food from a cooking pan.  Put a dryer sheet in a pan, fill with water, let sit overnight, and sponge clean.  

The anti-static agent weakens the bond between the food and the pan. 
• Eliminate odors in wastebaskets by placing a dryer sheet at the bottom. 
• Collect cat hair.  Rubbing the area with a dryer sheet will magnetically attract all the loose hairs. 
• Eliminate static electricity from blinds.  Wipe the blinds with a dryer sheet to prevent dust from resettling. 
• Wipe up sawdust from drilling or sandpapering.  A used dryer sheet will collect sawdust like a tack cloth. 
• Eliminate odors in dirty laundry by placing an individual dryer sheet at the bottom of a laundry bag or hamper. 
• Deodorize shoes or sneakers by placing a dryer sheet in your shoes or sneakers overnight. 
• Golfers, put a dryer sheet in your back pocket to keep the bees away. 
• Put a dryer sheet in your sleeping bag and tent before folding and storing them.  It will keep them smelling fresh. 
 
 


