
AUGUST 
1aug - National Night Out 
“America’s Night Out Against Crime”  
Tuesday, August ___, 20__ • 7:00-10:00 p.m.  
This crime and safety event, sponsored by the National Association of Town Watch (NATW), was first introduced in 1984 
on the first Tuesday in August.  It was created to heighten public awareness and strengthen participation in local anti-crime 
and drug efforts.  Our community believes that a strong partnership between the police and community will only make our 
neighborhood better.  We plan to be a part of NNO by organizing _________________.  For more information, please 
contact the office, or visit www.nationalnightout.org.  Please join us in this national stand against crime.  Together we can 
make a difference! 
 
2aug - How August Got Its Name 
The Roman Senate named the month of July after Julius Caesar to honor him for improving their calendar.  After Julius’ 
grand-nephew Augustus defeated Marc Antony and Cleopatra, the Roman Senate decided that this Roman emperor should 
have a month named after him also.  Not only did the Senate name a month after Augustus, but it decided that since Julius’ 
month, July, had 31 days, Augustus’ month should equal it; under the Julian calendar, the months alternated evenly between 
30 and 31 days (with the exception of February).  So instead of August having a mere 30 days, it was lengthened to 31.  The 
extra day was needed to increase the importance of August, so it was taken from February, which originally had 29 days (30 
in a leap year), and was now reduced to 28 days (29 in a leap year).  Thus, with a little tweaking of the Roman calendar, the 
modern calendar has a month called August with 31 days. 
 
3aug - Pledge of Allegiance 
Francis Bellamy (1855-1931), a Baptist minister, wrote the original Pledge in August 1892.  At the time, Bellamy was 
chairman of a committee in the National Education Association.  He prepared the program for the public schools celebrating 
Columbus Day in 1892.  He structured this public school program around a flag raising ceremony and flag salute—his 
“Pledge of Allegiance.”  In 1923 the National Flag Conference changed the Pledge’s words “my flag” to “the Flag of the 
United States of America.”  In 1954, Congress changed the Pledge again to add the words “under God” to the Pledge. 
 
4aug - This Month in History 
August 2, 1776 – In Philadelphia, most of the 55 members of the Continental Congress signed the Declaration of 

Independence. 
August 24-25, 1814 – During the War of 1812, Washington, D.C., was invaded by British forces that burned the Capitol, the 

White House and most other public buildings. 
August 16, 1896 – Gold was discovered in Rabbit Creek, a tributary of the Klondike River in Alaska, resulting in the Great 

Klondike Gold Rush. 
August 18, 1920 – The 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was ratified, granting women the right to vote. 
August 14, 1935 – President Franklin Roosevelt signed the Social Security Act. 
August 21, 1959 – Hawaii became the 50th state. 
August 13, 1961 – The Berlin Wall came into existence after the East German government closed the border between east 

and west sectors of Berlin with barbed wire to discourage emigration to the West. 
August 28, 1963 – The March on Washington occurred as over 250,000 persons attended a Civil Rights rally in Washington, 

D.C., at which Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. made his now-famous “I Have a Dream” speech. 
August 15, 1969 – The Woodstock Music Festival began in a field at Bethel, New York. The three-day concert featured 24 

rock bands and drew a crowd of more than 300,000 young people. 
August 9, 1974 – President Richard M. Nixon resigned as a result of the Watergate scandal.  He became the only U.S. 

President ever to resign. 



August 16, 1977 – Elvis Presley died in Memphis at age 42. 
 

Back To School 
5aug - Tips for Making the First Day of School Easier 
For many young children, the first day of school is a milestone they approach with eager anticipation, but others dread that 
first day of being away from home or caregivers.  Here are some suggestions for making the first day an enjoyable experience. 
• Plan to introduce the child to the classroom before the first day of school.  If possible, meet your child’s new teacher and 

visit the classroom. 
• Plan a relaxed shopping trip to buy clothes and school supplies.  The child who can pick out these items will feel more 

positive than one who is simply presented with new things that are someone else’s choice. 
• The night before the big day, you and your child can lay out the clothes and things for school.  Make sure the child gets 

plenty of sleep. 
• Get up early enough to have a good breakfast and plenty of time to get dressed and ready for school.  If you have a camera 

handy, you can start a family tradition by taking your child’s picture. 
• Make sure your child and the teacher know how your child will be getting home—bus, car, walking, after school care, etc. 
Different children will approach the beginning of school in different ways, but careful preparation can work wonders. 
 
6aug - Back To School 
Summer is almost over—it is time for school.  Later this month our youngest residents will be on their way to class.  Please 
be especially careful driving around our community in the mornings and early afternoons as they will be making their way to 
and from school. 
 
7aug - Back to School Bash 
Our students will be going back to school this month, so we want to celebrate with the kids.  Even though the activities will 
be geared toward the elementary kids, parents will benefit too as they get to know the children who will be riding the bus 
with your little ones.  It will be a social event for everyone to get acquainted and have some fun.  Join us on 
______________________ (date).  There will be munchies and music and even a back-to-school surprise for our students! 
 
 
8aug - School Days 
The students are heading back to school to learn reading, writing and arithmetic.  But students aren’t the only ones who can 
learn.  We all have room to learn something.  Learn to embrace the differences in people.  Learn to be courteous.  Learn to be 
a good neighbor.  We challenge each of you to learn something new every day.  If you have some ideas that might help us 
serve you better, let us know.  We may be able to learn something from you. 
 


